HELLIFIELD W.I. REPORT
Commencing May 2021
The last Annual Meeting of the Hellifield W.I. took place via ZOOM in May 2021.
At the beginning of this report I would like to thank all of you for continuing to support the W.I. in our village.  I would also like to thank the committee for their work and for all the volunteers who have supported events over the last year
The new Committee comprising :
Sheila Kershaw and Judith Northin
Joint Presidents
Rosemary Padget-Roberts

Joint Secretary/Correspondence 
Carol Weston-Moore


Joint Secretary/Minutes 
Sue Earl Armstrong



Treasurer
The Committee met monthly, initially under guidance from Karen Dunwoodie to whom we all owe a debt of gratitude for keeping Hellifield W.I. going in difficult times.  We met hoping to plan for our first meeting face to face, which was dependent on the Covid rules and of course any future lockdowns.
The first meeting held in the Village Hall in August, was planned as a social gathering, meant to allow people to get together in a safe environment and to enjoy catching up with people they had only managed to wave at for almost 2 years.
Other meetings followed giving us the chance to make craft goods, learn more about books and Art and even Glasswork!  We are fortunate to have a member Ewa who works with glass.  Small groups were invited to visit her studio in Hellifield, a real treat.
The Christmas celebration  was a Jacob’s Join with entertainment.  A real success!  In the New Year we have had a flower demonstration, A talk about Bentham Pet Rescue and a fascinating talk on Famous Yorkshire People.
In September we held a Coffee Morning manned by volunteers, more will be held in 2022 and of course we know we will be able to rely on members for help. The W.I. were again asked to provide the refreshments for the annual ‘Switch on’ of Hellifield Christmas lights. Volunteers again rose to the challenge, taking all necessary precautions re Covid.
The Area Carol Service was held in Barnoldswick and Sheila and Judith represented Hellifield.
Members will have noticed the banner which is proudly displayed above the screen in the Village Hall.  Permission was given for this to be taken out of storage and displayed.
This year we had an invitation to Ingleton W.I. Centenary Birthday Party.  Two of our members were lucky to attend and reported back on all the sumptuous food they had the opportunity to try, alongside a piece of Birthday Cake!
We must mention the members who have suffered throughout the last few years, some we have lost, some who have moved away, but all who left us with memories. There is also the wider community of Hellifield where there has been more suffering and loss.  We think of them all.
Lastly, after the trials and tribulations of the past few years, we look to a positive future with hopefully an increase in the number of our members. Existing members have been very supportive and we do thank you for ‘putting up with’ your inexperienced committee (former committee members still in post not included).  However we do need more help. Some members have indicated a willingness to help but as always more are needed. We are, at the moment relying on Sue as Treasurer.  She has to travel to us from Barnoldswick.  At the same time as looking after our money she is heavily involved in area affairs.  It would be good if we could find a treasurer from our own members.  Rosemary is standing down from her post as Correspondence Secretary and will be missed.  Thank you for all your assistance this year.
June of this year is the Platinum Jubilee.  It has been decided that we will celebrate this at our meeting later in June, with a ‘Jubilee Bash’.  More details to come!
A big thank you once again for your continued support.
Judith Northin / Sheila Kershaw
